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Northern Exposure
' Canadian Legal Studies workshops
look at life beyond the border

early two dozen UB
Law students got a taste
of the rapidly changing,
often contentious Canadian life - including a
first hand look at the Toronto Stock
Exchange - in a series of Canadian
Legal Studies workshops duri ng fall
semester 1991 .
As the vast nati on to the north
struggles with questio ns of language
rights, political reform and national
health care, the seminars introduced
these future American lawyers to a
broad range of legal and social policy
topics.
" People had di ffe rent reasons for
being there," says Law School Professor Thomas Headrick, who coordinated the for-credit series sponsored by
the Canada-Un ited States Legal Studies Centre. "Some had particular objecti ves wh ich related to their interest
in internati onal business and trade.
Others, being in Western NewYork
knew that understanding what's goi,ng
on in C~nada is important to them.
And some people were just curi ous to
find out more about Canada."
A highli ght of the semester was a
visit to the Toronto Stock Exchange
and the Ontario Securities Commission. The stude nts left before 7 a.m.,
traveled to Toronto in a rented minivan, and returned that evening.
While most visitors are restricted
to u viewing gullcry. the UB Law
cluss wus allowed to go out onto the
floo r of the stock exchange and watch
the action right at the traders' elbows.
''It 's not as ac ti ve u murket as,
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say, the New York marke t or the commodities markets in Chjcago, because
a lot of it has been computerized,"
Headrick says. " But people got a
sense of what was goi ng on and how
thi ngs operate on the floo r, and who
the vario us p layers are."
Afterward, Headri ck says, the
class met wi th a half-dozen officers of
the stock excha nge: representati ves of
the gene ral counsel' s office, marke t
regu lators, those in c harge of watching ou t for illegal activity.
" It was fascinating," Headrick
says. " It was good for the stude nts,
not only because it was Canada and
they got some insight into the Canadian securities market, but also because

it was not something you could organize in one of the American markets.
They got a sense of the who le panoply
of what goes into a stock exchange."
Among the fo rmal lectu res of the
semeste r, Headrick cited sessions led
by Arth ur Bowler, o f UB's history departme nt, a nd Thomas Schofield '75, a
B uffalo a ttorney, as putting Canada's
recent political changes into perspective. " There's a sig nificant
amount of ignorance among Americans as to wha t is going on in Canada," Headrick says. "Those sessions
were absolu tely c rucial in develop ing
the sensiti vity of American students
toward what is going on north of the
border."

Law professors Denise Reaume and Leslie Green, of Toronto.

Schofield, a partner in the Buffalo law firm Magavem & Magavern
whose practice deals with U.S. and
Canadian companies doing cross-border business, spoke about what has
become an emotional issue a mong
French-speaking Canadians, c hiefly in
Quebec : whether they can maintain
their own cultural identity as a part of
Canada, or whether they should secede fro m the nati on as an act of selfpreservation.
The government of Quebec has
set a deadl ine of October 1992 for resolvi ng the stay-or-go issue; the federal government, Schofield says, is
trying to delay that crucial decision,
which would be put to a referendum.
"What I covered was the history
of relatio ns in a constitutional and
governme ntal organi zation sense,
from the I 750s through the present,"
Sc hofield says. " I tried to de monstrate
that there was a recu1Tent the me in the
Francophone positio n of tryi ng to prese rve their identity a nd c ulture. There
have bee n many instances (historically) that suggested they were losing
g round by re maining unified" as a
part of Canada.
Schofield, an Ame rican who
studied C anadian history at the University o f Toronto before comi ng to
UB fo r his graduate work, says the
Fre nc h-speaking Quebecois "will do
whate ver is necessary in orde r to prese rve the culture, incl uding sove reig nty." At this point, he says, the outcome is " too close to call."
"The sovereignty option is the
closest it' s been in modern history,''
he says. "The re's a n e normous desire
to settle this issue once and for all.
It's been around, if you' re middleaoed like 1 am, your who le life. T. he. re
b
are so ma ny issues to be dealt w1th 111
the world that this generatio n wants to
put this issue behi nd them.''
Another Canadian constitutional
issue was raised by C hri s Bredt. a n attorney who is adviser to the Province

of Ontario in the ministry of constitutional affairs. In the final session of
the series, Bredt discussed the Ontario
government's proposal to add a Social
C harter of Rights to Canada's constitution.
The nation's constitution, adopted in 1982, includes a Charter of
Rights a nd Freedoms, similar to our
Bill of Rights. The Ontario proposal
would broaden those rights to include
government guarantees of the right to
health care, adequate housing a nd e mployment - a contentious issue in a
nation that already imposes heavy
taxes on its citizens, including a national sales tax.
Money and politics we re the subjects of a seminar prese ntation by
Monroe Eagles, a UB professor of political science.
Eagles disc ussed the regul ati ons
that sunound Canadia n campaign financing, and discussed his own research: a study of whether candidates
who spe nt more on their ca mpaigns
were more likely to get elec ted.
In this age of media-heavy political campaigns, such a theory seems
self-evident; and indeed, Eagles says,
"The more you spend, typically the
bette r you do; a nd the more your opponents spend, typically the wo rse
you do." His researc h has focused on
campaig ns for the House o f Commons in each of Canada' s 295 federal
electoral dis!J"ic ts.
This line of inquiry, Eag les says,
has been pursued in the United States
not by political scie ntists, but by paid
market researchers. His study, he
says, is the first attempt to de mo nstrate the link be tween spending and
vote-getting in Canada.
What's not so apparent is the effect o f Canada 's governme nt- imposed spending limits on each poli ti cal party. 'The amount you can spe nd
is rather tightly regulated," Eagles
says. and those limits are q uite lo w by
U.S. sta ndards. For examp le, in the

Toronto subu rb of Brampton, the
spending li mit was $43,60 I; by contrast, a typical U.S. House of Representatives campaign run s to millions
of dollars. (One reason fo r the di sparity may be the diffe re nce in working
condjtions. Turnover in the House of
Commons, Eagles says, runs to 25 percent in each elec tion, largely because
legislators find the pay insufficie nt.)
"We got a fair amount of discussion on the equitability of elections
and the limi ts o n spending.'' Eagles. a
native of Canada, says of the class.
"Obviously, it ' s a curb on freedom of
speec h, but in a way that somebody
can't monopolize freedom of speech
by spend ing their way into power.''
Complicating the situation, he
says, is heavy spend ing on candidates
by special inte rests, primaril y lobbyists on eithe r side of the free-trade issue.
" It was very useful for me to have
that very sharp a udie nce,'' Eagles says
of the class of second- and third-year
law stude nts. " My research is a work
in progress, and they hel ped me to refi ne some of those ideas."
Other presentations in the Canadian Legal Studies workshops series:
*"Canada's New Financial Institutio n Legislati ons,'' given by Sara
Azzare llo, a n a tto rney with the Royal
Ba nk o f Canada, in Montreal.
*"Pe rspec tives on the Free Trade
Ag reement." by manage ment pro fesso r Andrew A nderson of the Uni ve rsity o f Toro nto.
*A sessio n o n private organizatio ns' invol veme nt in the U.S.-Canada
G reat La kes Water Quality Agreeme nt. gi ven by Jac k Man no of the
Great Lakes Researc h C onsort ium .
*' 'Language Rights in C anada:·
presented by the husband-and-wife
team of Denise Reaume, a law professor at the Uni versity of Toronto. a nd
Leslie Green. a law professor a t Osgoode Hall law school o f YorJ,. Uni versity. Toronto. •
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